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SUBJECT: BRITISH PRESS REPORTS ON U-2 CRASH 

REF: LONDON 7985 

1. MAY 30 MAJOR LONDON MORNING PAPERS ALL MADE FRONT 
PAGE MENTION OF THE U-2 CRASH IN THE FRG. TIMES, 

FINANCIAL TIMES AND TELEGRAPH REPORTED THE INCIDENT 
WITH LITTLE OR NO COMMENT. THE TIMES MENTIONED THAT 
THE U-2 WAS "OLD HAT" COMPARED TO THE ULTRASUPERSONIC 
SR-71. LEFTIST MORNING STAR ALSO STAYED WITH THE FACTS, 

MAKING NO ADVERSE COMMENT. THE GUARDIAN, ON THE OTHER 
HAND, HAD CONSIDERABLE COMMENT UNDER HEADLINES, "U-2 
INCIDENT PROVOKES FURY". ARTICLE MENTIONS FURY OF LEFT- 
WING MPS OVER THREAT TO DETENTE. IT QUOTES LABOR MP 
FRANK ALLAUN WHO RECENTLY DEMANDED IMMEDIATE WITHDRAWAL 
OF U-2S, "FLYING SO CLOSE TO THE COMMUNIST BORDER WAS 
NOT MERELY CARELESS, IT WAS PROVOCATIVE". ALLAUN RE- 
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CALLS THE GARY POWERS FLIGHT IN CONDEMNING U-2 FLIGHTS 
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AT A TIME WHEN THREE PEACE CONFERENCES ARE ABOUT TO 
BEGIN. 

2. COMMENT: SO FAR NONE OF THE PAPERS HAVE SPECULATED 
ABOUT THE FLIGHTS, MERELY REPEATING THE OFFICIAL EX- 
PLANATION THAT THEY ARE HIGH-LEVEL NAVIGATIONAL FLIGHTS 
OVER ALLIED NATIONS. 
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